
THESE KIDS ARE ON THEIR 
   WAY TO SCHOOL ON A

But will tomorrow be as bright?  Living 
in a country where tropical cyclones 
and natural calamities kill hundreds on 
a regular basis, how can communities 
prepare themselves and make them-
selves resilient?

BRIGHT NEW DAY.

The Philippines: Islands at Risk. 
San Francisco, Camotes: Building a 

disaster-resilient community.

Our children, their future.

About San Francisco Camotes.
Contact us.
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in Central Philippines

Child-centered 
DISASTER RISK REDUCTION

For more information, please contact the San Francisco 
Municipal Office or any of its partner organizations:

Municipality of San Francisco, Camotes Island, Cebu, Philippines
San Francisco Municipal Office
Local Disaster Risk Reduction Management Office
Telefax: 63 32 4970334 or 63 32 3473145

Plan International-Philippines
Johnny Air Building, 51-B Buendia Ave. corner Dian St.
Brgy. Palanan, Makati City,
Philippines
Tel: (+632) 844 2175 to 78
Fax: (+632) 459 6005
Website: www. plan-international.org

A2D Project – Research Group for Alternatives to Development, Inc.
Door 3 Mahogany St. El Dorado Subdivision Banilad, Cebu City Philippines
Phone: 63 32 2683746
Email: a2dproject@gmail.com
Website: www. a2dproject.org

About San Francisco Camotes
The Municipality of San Francisco, like many islands in the Philippines, 
is naturally gifted with very rich coastal resources. It is a third class mu-
nicipality forming part of the Camotes Group of Islands off the coast of 
Cebu Province in Central Philippines. 
Despite being a small island munici-
pality, it has been acknowledged as a 
champion in terms of advocating for 
the global campaign on disaster risk 
reduction through building resilient 
communities, especially in the Central 
Visayas region.
San Francisco has been awarded several times because of its commit-
ment to green governance. Among the awards it received are:

Grand Champion of Expanded Green and Wholesome Environment •	
that Nurtures (EGWEN, Cebu Provincial Government) 2009 and 2010
Green Champion Award•	
Model Town Award (for Solid Waste Segregation and Management)•	



The Philippines: Islands at Risk
The Philippines is an archipelago of 7.107 islands in the Asia-Pacific region that 
boasts of both a rich biodiversity and a vibrant people.  However, it also shares the 
unfortunate reputation of being among the most disaster-prone areas in the region.
In Southeast Asia, the Philippines has the highest vulnerability levels for multiple 
hazards including typhoons, landslides, floods and droughts.  According to the Center 
for Research and Epidemiology of Disasters, from 1900-1991, there have been 701 
disaster incidents recorded in the country, almost eight disasters per year.  The Philip-
pines National Coordinating Council also reported that from 1987-2000, the country 
experienced 523 disasters with the average increasing to 37 incidents annually.
Despite these vulnerabilities and actual experiences of disasters, the Philippines re-
mains low in terms of adaptive capacity, making disasters more frequent, claiming 
more and more lives and property each time.
With the advent of global warming and climate change, the Philippine islands are 
even more at risk.
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Camotes Island is a part of Cebu 
province, in Central Philippines.  
San Francisco is one of its 4 mu-
nicipalities. It has a population of 
approximately 40,000. It is a rec-
ognized bird sanctuary and home 
to beautiful beaches and natural 
wonders.
Along with the rest of the island, 
San Francisco experiences strong 
monsoon winds and has already 
been devastated by typhoons 
several times in the past.  In par-
ticular, the people of San Fran-
cisco still remember how in 1982 
typhoon Bising devastated some 
parts of Camotes leaving 112 ca-
sualties in the aftermath. Resolv-
ing to be better prepared for any 
natural and human-made disas-
ter, LGU officials and the people 
of San Francisco, decided to 
take matters more seriously and 
worked with their partners to im-
plement a child-centered Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Management 
(DRRM) project.

The LGU continues to explore and expand its DRM efforts, 
integrating them into the general fight against environ-
mental degradation. It has recently partnered with another 
non-governmental organization, A2D Research Group for 
Alternatives to Development, to organize and establish its 
research and documentation capabilities.

Among the activities that were and are being carried out:

San Francisco, Camotes: Building a disaster-resilient community

Our children,

 their future

What makes the San Francisco DRRM project unique and strong is that it involves 
the children who will one day pass on the same practices to the next generation. 

These are some of the DRM efforts that 
children actively participate in:

Representation in decision-mak-•	
ing in government-led activities
Organizing and mobilizing chil-•	
dren’s organizations
Child-led risk assessment and •	
training for delivering indigenous 
early warning systems
Child-led theater presentations •	
and cultural shows related to 
DRM 
Film screenings and other joint •	
activities with teachers and 
school officials
Coordination of Earth Day cele-•	
brations with other municipalities
Tree-planting and growing cam-•	
paigns
Support in management of •	
marine protected and watershed 
areas
Adopt a Tree/Watershed projects•	
Promotional and educational ac-•	
tivities for Disaster Preparedness 
at school or in the community
First-aid and Basic Life Support •	
trainings
Community drills and disaster •	
simulation exercises

Children play a crucial role in ensuring the success of  DRRM and environmental pro-
tection projects. In fact, children have been instrumental in creating an atmosphere 
of awareness especially when they realize that they are doing it for their future. Not 
only will they be able to contribute to the global response to climate change, they 
also strengthen themselves as future community leaders with a strong commitment to 
social responsibilities. 

Recognizing that 
their ability to with-
stand disaster relies 
on their strength as 
a community, the 
local government 
units in San Franciso 
designed and imple-
mented a communi-
ty-based disaster 
risk management project. With the help of Plan Philippines 
, the project was immediately taken up by the LGU, down to 
the barangay level. It involves the participation of dozens of 
schools, fisher groups, and children/youth groups. 

Transfer of communities and structures prone to storm •	
surges
Regular coastal clean up•	
Organizing the Camotes Off Road Bikers Association (COR-•	
BA) to promote healthier options to fossil-fueled vehicles
Establishment of plant nurseries•	
Organizing the Camotes Island Emergency Response Team•	
First Aid and Basic Life Support trainings•	
Tree planting•	
Establishment of early warning systems•	
Mangrove rehabilitation•	
Integration of DRM into local school curriculum•	
Community-based eco-tourism•	
Regulation and sanctions for illegal fishing practices•	


